THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
we pass, we touch customs and traditions which go back far beyond
the great Parliamentary conflicts of the seventeenth century ; we
feel the inspiration of old days, we feel the splendour of our political
and moral inheritance.
We are trequently asked to make declarations about our war
aims. Some may think that exajngle^isj^^                           and
thatjacjiion^                                         I To-day, in inaugurating a
new 'Session of Parliament, we proclaim the depth and sincerity
of our resolve to keep vital and active, even in the midst of our
struggle for life, even under the fire of the enemy, those Parlia-
mentary institutions which have served us so well, which the
wisdom and civic virtues of our forebears shaped and founded,
which have proved themselves the most flexible instruments for
securing ordered, unceasing change and progress ; which, while
they throw open the portals of the future, carry forward also the
traditions and glories of the past, and which, at this solemn moment
in world history, are at once the proudest assertion of British
freedom and the expression of an unconquerable national will.
His Majesty's Government are conscious with gratitude that
they enter upon this new Session, not only with the formal and
official support of all parties, but with the general good will of the
House. Immense surrenders of their hard-won liberties have been
voluntarily made by the British people in order in time of war to
serve the better the cause of freedom and fair play, to which,
keeping nothing back, they have devoted all that they have and
all that they are. Parliament stands custodian of these surrendered
liberties, and its most sacred duty will be to restore them in their
fullness when victory has crowned our exertions and our perseverance. -
We have a long road to travel. I have never concealed from
the nation or from the House the darker side of our dangers and
burdens, because it is there, and because I know that it is in adversity
that British qualities shine the brightest, and it is under these
extraordinary tests that the character of our slowly-wrought
institutions reveals its latent, invincible strength. Up to the
present this war has been waged between a fully-armed Germany
and a quarter- or half-armed British Empire. We have not done
so badly. I look forward with confidence and hope to the time
when we ourselves shall be as well armed as our antagonists, and
beyond that, if need be, I look to a time when the arsenals and
training-grounds and science of the New World and of the British
Empire will give us that material superiority which, added to the
loyalty of constant hearts, will surely bring victory and deliverance
to mankind.
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